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Dear Friend, 

Last month I launched an appeal to raise £1,500 for Friends of Wechiau.  Thank you to those 
who have donated as part of this appeal. The reason for this appeal is we need an additional 
£500 to maintain the funding committed for the academic year 2016/17 following the fall in the 
value of the pound as a result of the recent Brexit vote combined with nearly 20% inflation rate 
in Ghana.  In addition our projection shows we will spend £1000 more than income in future 
years.  Without additional funds we will face having to end the scholarship for tertiary students 
next year.  I urge you to spread the word about our charity and ask for new donations. 

In the meantime we have continued 
with selecting four new senior high 
schools student scholarships to join our 
existing 8 senior high school students.  
The total number of scholarships 
awarded is 43. 

The scholarship students and their 
parents/guardians met wi th the 
sanctuary manager in May 2016 and 
they were given their scholarship 
money.  There has been some delay in 
making the selections for the last 2 
years because the application forms 
had not been received from some of the 

schools. This year the sanctuary manager 
visited the primary schools in June to 
promote the scholarship scheme amongst 
students about to sit their final exams.  

  

Congratulations to John Minle Baryiri who graduated last year. 
and is now a qualified teacher.  John Minle Baryiri is one of the 
early senior high school scholarship students who we further 
supported financially to study at university. 



In May this year the sanctuary held their second Hippo ‘Kaka’ festival which included 
speeches, dancing and cultural performances, local musicians, and food. The festival is to 
celebrate the special relationship that the community have for the hippo. 

 

You can donate on line through our website www.friendsofwechiau.org.uk using Paypal or 
MyDonate, or send a cheque to the address on the letterhead overleaf.  

Thank you for your continued support, 

Ann
Ann Bannister, Chair, Friends of Wechiau Group 

[Thank you to R.Y. Abudulai Issahaku, Wechiau Community Hippo Sanctuary and Donna Sheppard, Calgary Zoo 
for the photographs,to R.Y. Abudulai Issahaku for administering the project locally and the Savannah Fruits 
Company for their continued support in disbursing the funds and providing a monitoring role]
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