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Dear Friend, 

Greetings from Friends of Wechiau. 

We have some good news about one of our early senior 
high school scholarship students, Vampere Hasehni 
(Hassan).  After achieving excellent grades at senior high 
school, Hassan went on to study for a BSc in Disability and 
Rehabilitation Studies at Kwame Nkrumah University of 
Science and Technology and achieved a First Class  
Honours Degree. Hassan is now applying to study for a 
Masters Degree at various Universities around the world 
but needs help to find the funds for the very expensive 
fees. Friends of Wechau were able to provide Hassan with 
a scholarship for his final year of his first degree course 
but do not have the resources to cover the costs of 
postgraduate education. However we have been able to 
assist Hassan with the initial step of taking the IELTS 
(International English Language Testing System) exam,  
which is a requirement for study in the UK and other 
English language speaking countries and to apply for 
scholarships. Thank you to all who donated to the specific 
appeal which raised the required 200 GBP for Hassan to 
sit the English exam. If you know of any other ways we 
can assist Hassan please contact us.  

This year we have also provided a tertiary 
scholarship to another one of our Senior High 
School Scholarship students, Dabuo Seidu 
Mohammed, who is now studying at the NJA 
College of Education in Wa.  We are so proud 
of the progress of our senior high school 

scholarship students.  Most have achieved 
places at colleges to continue their education.  
Four are now teachers at schools in the 
WCHS area and seven are teaching in other 
parts of Ghana. 

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/annbannister2


However our priority continues to be funding for Senior High School Scholarships. This year 
we funded 8 students to continue their studies and are awaiting the selection of 4 new students 
to receive scholarships. Which will bring the total number of scholarships awarded to 48. We 
also continue to provide funds for primary school supplies and a new school will be chosen to 
receive these much needed resources soon. 

As inflation continues to rise in Ghana putting additional financial pressures on students, in 
2016 we increased the amounts of the scholarships from to 585 to 700 Gh cedi [GBP 140 ] for 
Senior High School students and from 2,000 to 3,000 Gh cedi [GBP 600] for tertiary students. 
These additional costs combined with a fall in the value of the pound mean that Friends of 
Wechiau need to raise an additional £1,500 to meet our commitments.  In July I launched an 
appeal to raise this additional £1,500 through My Donate which has raised £263 so far.  Please 
help us to reach our target so that we can continue to provide much needed education funding. 
 

Or you could support the Wechiau Community Hippo 
Sanctuary by visiting as a tourist.  Last year a new 
tourist lodge was opened at Talawona (see left and 
below) which has piped water, electricity, ceiling fans  
and block beds. A big improvement from the previous 
lodge which I visited in 2002 and 2009 which was 
much more basic.  From the Talawona tourist lodge 
you can take a river safari to view the hippos, a guide 
can take you 
on a walk to 
lea rn abou t 
the r i ver ine 

forest habi tat 
and you can find out more about the local culture 
including food, music and dance.  Tourism across the 
whole of Africa declined heavily as a result of the Ebola 
epidemic and this also had its impact on the Wechiau 
Community Hippo Sanctuary despite there being no 
case of Ebola in Ghana. Please spread the message 
about visiting this amazing place. 

You can donate on line through our website www.friendsofwechiau.org.uk using Paypal or 
MyDonate, or send a cheque to the address on the letterhead overleaf.  

Thank you for your continued support, 

Ann
Ann Bannister, Chair, Friends of Wechiau Group 
[Thank you to R.Y. Abudulai Issahaku, Wechiau Community Hippo Sanctuary and Donna Sheppard, Calgary Zoo 
for the photographs,to R.Y. Abudulai Issahaku for administering the project locally and the Savannah Fruits 
Company for their continued support in disbursing the funds and providing a monitoring role]
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